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8 Public Involvement and Distribution

This chapter includes a summary of the public involvement and stakeholder outreach activities
conducted by the United States (U.S.) Navy (Navy) during the scoping period and the public review and
comment period for the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (SEIS)/Overseas
Environmental Impact Statement (OEIS) for Mariana Islands Training and Testing (MITT). The scoping
period ran from July 28, 2017, through September 15, 2017. The Draft SEIS/OEIS was released for public
review and comment February 1, 2019, through April 17, 2019.

The purpose of public involvement during the public scoping period was to (1) notify and inform
stakeholders and the public about the Proposed Action; and (2) provide opportunities for the public to
comment on the scope of the analysis, including environmental issues and potential viable alternatives.
The purpose of public involvement and outreach during the public review and comment period of the
Draft SEIS/OEIS was to (1) notify and inform stakeholders and the public about the Proposed Action and
the release of the Draft SEIS/OEIS, and (2) provide the opportunity for the public and stakeholders to
comment on the Draft SEIS/OEIS.

Public Outreach and involvement efforts were conducted in accordance with the National
Environmental Policy Act and Navy guidance.

8.1 Project Website

A public website was established to provide the public with project, public meeting, and commenting
information, and to accept comments electronically. The project website address is www.mitt-eis.com
and has been active since 2014.

The website address was included in the Federal Register (FR) notices: Notice of Intent to Prepare an
SEIS/OEIS, Notice of Availability of the Draft SEIS/OEIS, Notice of Public Meetings, Notice of Rescheduled
Meetings, and Notice of Extension of Public Comment Period. It was also included in newspaper
advertisements, agency letters, press releases, and postcard mailers.

Public notifications, fact sheet booklets, maps, technical reports, informational videos, and other public
involvement information are available on the project website and will be available throughout the
course of the project. The website is periodically updated with project announcements, which are
emailed to website subscribers.

8.2 Scoping Period

The public scoping period began with issuance of the Notice of Intent in the Federal Register

July 28, 2017, originally announcing the scoping period to end September 11, 2017, but was delayed
slightly by the publication authority. However, the Federal Register notice was published on

August 1, 2017 (82 FR 35767), with a September 15, 2017, scoping period end date. Comments on the
scope of the analysis were provided by mail and through the project website. The Federal Register
Notice of Intent for Scoping is shown in Figure 8.2-1.

S ——————————————————————————
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Federal Register/Vol. 82, No. 146/ Tuesday, August

1, 2017 / Motices 35767

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
Department of the Navy

MNotice of Intent To Prepare a
Supplemental Environmental Impact
Statement/Overseas Environmental
Impact Statement for Mariana lslands
Training and Testing

AGENCY: Department of the Navy, DOD.
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: Pursuant to the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of
1969 and regulations implemented by
the Council on Environmental Cuality,
the Department of the Navy [DalN)
announces its intent to prepare a
supplement to the 2015 Final Mariana
Islands Training and Testing (MITT)
Environmental Impact Statement/
(werseas Environmental Impact
Statement (EIS/0EIS).

DATES: Public scoping meetings will not
be held, but public comments will be
accepted during the scoping period from
August 1, 2017 to September 15, 2017,
ADDRESSES: The Dol invites scoping
comments on the MITT Supplemental
EISSOEIS from all interested parties.
Substantive comments may be provided
by mail to the address below and
through the project Web site at htfp://
mutt-ais com/. Comments must be
postmarked or received by September
15, 2017, for consideration during the
development of the Draft Supplemental
EISAOEIS.

FOR FURATHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Maval Facilities Engineering Command
Pacific, Attention: MITT Supplemental
EISSOEIS Project Manager, 258
Makalapa Drive, Suite 100, Pearl
Harbor, HI 963603134,
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The Navy
will assess the potential environmental
impacts associated with ongoing and
proposed military readiness activities
conducted within the MITT EISFOEIS
Study Area (hereafter known as the
"Study Area”). The Supplement to the

8-2

2015 Final EIS/0EILS is being prepared
to support ongoing and future activities
conducted at sea and on Farallon de
Medinilla (FDM) within the Study Area
beyond 2020. Military readiness
activities include training and research,
development, testing, and evaluation
[hereafter known as “testing’). The
Supplemental EIS/OELS will include an
analysis of training and testing activities
using new information available after
the release of the 2015 Final MITT EISS
QEIS. New information includes an
updated acoustic effects model, updated
maring mammal density data, and other
hast aveilable science. Proposed
activities are penerally consistent with
those analyzed in the 2015 Final MITT
EIS/OEIS and are representative of
training and testing activities the DoN
has been conducting in the Study Area
for decades.

The Study Area remains unchanged
since the 2015 Final MITT EIS/QELS.
The Study Area includes the existing
Mariana Islands Range Complex (MIRC);
areas on the high seas to the north and
waest of the MIRC: a transit corridor
between the MIRC and the Hawaii
Range Complex, starting at the
International Date Line; and Apra
Harbor and select DoM pierside and
harbor locations. The Study Area
includes only the in-water components
of the range complex and FDOM; land
components associated with the range
complex are not included in the Study
Area.

As part of this process the DoMN will
seek the issuance of regulatory permits
and authorizations under the Marine
Mammal Protection Act and Endangered
Species Act to support training and
testing requirements within the Study
Area, beyond 2020, thereby ensuring
critical Department of Defense
requirements are met.

Pursuant to 40 CFR 1501.6, the DoM
will invite the National Marine
Fisheries Service to be a cooperating
agency in preparation of the
Supplemental EIS/0EIS.

Figure 8.2-1: Notice of Intent for Scoping
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35768 Federal Register/Vol. 82, No. 146/ Tuesday, August 1, 2017/ Motices
The DolNs lead action proponent 1z persons are encouraged to provide

Commander, 11.5. Pacific Fleet. substantive comments to the DoN on

Additional action proponents include environmental resources and issue areas

MNaval Sea Systems Command, Naval Air  of concern the commenter believes the

Systems Command, and the Office of DoM should consider.

MNaval Research. Comments must be postmarked or
The DoMs Proposed Action is to received online by September 15, 2017,

conduct military training and testing for consideration during the

activities within the Study Area. development of the Draft Supplemental

Activities include the use of active EISOLLS. Comments can be mailed to:

sonar and explosives while emploving Maval Facilities Enpinesring Command

appropriate marine species protective Pacific, Attention: MITT Supplemental

mitigation messures. The Proposad EISAOELS Project Manager, 258

Action does not alter the DoN's oniginel  Makalapa Drive, Suite 100, Pearl

purpose and need as presented in the Harbor, HI, 96860-3134. Comments can

2015 MITT Final EIS/QEIS. be submitted online via the project Web
The purpose of the Proposed Action  site at htfp:/fmitt-eis.com/.

i5 to maintain a ready force, which is

neaded to ensure the military can

accomplish its mission to maintain, Lieutenant O der, Judge Advocats

train, and equip combat-ready naval General's Corps, U.S. Navy, Federal Register
forces capable of winning wars, Ligisan G_.I:fJ_E'E!'.I B

deterring agoression. and maintaining
freedom of the seas, consistent with
Congressional direction in section 5062
of Title 10 of the 1.5, Code. A
Supplemental EIS/OELS is considered
the appropriate document, as there is
recent scientific information including
revised scoustic criteria to consider, In
furtherance of NEPA, relevant to the
environmental effects of the DoN's
Proposed Action, and the analysis will
support Marine Mammal Protection Act
authorization requests.

Proposed treining end testing
activities are generally consistent to
those analyzed in the 2015 MITT Final
EIS/OEIS. The Supplemental EIS/OELS
will propose changes to the tempo and
types of training and testing activities.
accounting for the introduction of new
technologies, the evolving nature of
international events, advances in war
fighting doctrine and procedures, and
chenges in the orgamization of vessels,
aircraft, weapon systems, and military
personnel. The MITT Supplemental
EIS/OEIS will reflect the compilation of
training and testing activities required
to fulfill the DoN's military readiness
requirements beyond 2020, and
therefore includes the analysis of newly
proposed activities and changes to
previously anelyzed activities.

In the Supplemental EIS/OELS, the
DoM will eveluate the potential
environmental impacts of a Mo Action
Alternative and action alternatives.
Resources to be evaluated include, but
are not limited to, marine mammals, sea
turtles, essential fish habitat, and
threatened and endangered species.

The scoping process is used to
identify public concerns and local
1s5ues ko be considered during the
development of the Draft Supplemental
EIS/0EIS. Federal apencies, local
agencies, the public, and interested

Dated: fuly 2o, 2017.
AM. Nichols,

[FR Doc. 201715930 Filad 7—31-17; B:45 am|
BLLING CODE 30-FFF

Figure 8.2-1: Notice of Intent for Scoping (continued)
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8.2.1 Public Scoping Notification

The Navy made significant efforts to notify the public to maximize public participation during the
scoping process. A summary of these efforts follows.

8.2.1.1 Notification Letters

Notification letters were mailed July 27, 2017, to 291 federal and local elected officials and government
agencies. Entities that received the scoping notification letter can be found in Table 8.2-1, and an
example of the letter is shown in Figure 8.2-2.

Table 8.2-1: Federal and Local Entities that Received the Scoping Notification Letter

Guam
Federal Elected Officials and Federal Agencies
U.S. Congress
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
National Ocean Service
National Marine Fisheries Service, Habitat Division, Guam Office
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service
Guam National Wildlife Refuge
U.S. Department of Agriculture
Natural Resource Conservation Service, West Area Office
Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service, Wildlife Services
National Park Service
War in the Pacific National Historic Park
Western Pacific Regional Fishery Management Council
Guam Education & Outreach
Department of Transportation/Federal Aviation Administration
Local Elected Officials and Local Agencies
Office of the Governor
Office of the Senator
34th Guam Legislature
Mayors' Council of Guam
Office of the Mayor
Village of Agana Heights
Village of Agat
Village of Asan-Maina
Village of Barrigada
Village of Chalan Pago-Ordot
Village of Dededo
Village of Hagatfia
Village of Inarajan
Village of Mangilao
Village of Merizo
Village of Mongmong-Toto-Maite
Village of Piti
Village of Santa Rita
Village of Sinajana
Village of Talofofo
Village of Tamuning-Tumon-Harmon
Village of Umatac
Village of Yigo
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Village of Yona
A.B. Won Pat International Airport
Consolidated Utility Services
Department of Labor
Guam Ancestral Lands Commission
Guam Army National Guard
Guam Bureau of Statistics and Plans
Coastal Management Program
Guam Chamorro Land Trust Commission
Guam Consolidated Commission on Utilities
Guam Department of Agriculture
Division of Aquatic and Wildlife Resources
Guam Department of Education
Guam Department of Land Management
Guam Department of Parks and Recreation
Historic Preservation Office
Guam Department of Public Works
Guam Economic Development and Commerce Authority
Guam Environmental Protection Agency
Water Resources Management Program
Guam Homeland Security
Office of Civil Defense
Guam Land Use Commission
Guam Visitors Bureau
Guam Waterworks Authority
Northern Guam Pacific Islands Area Soil and Water Conservation Districts
Port Authority of Guam
U.S. Marshals Service, District of Guam
University of Guam
Water and Environmental Research Institute
Marine Laboratory
Cooperative Extension Service

Saipan

Federal Elected Officials and Federal Agencies

U.S. Congress
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
National Marine Fisheries Service
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands (CNMI) Field Office
U.S. Department of the Interior
Office of Insular Affairs
U.S. Department of Agriculture
Natural Resources Conservation Service
Saipan Service Center
Tinian & Aguiguan Service Center
Western Pacific Regional Fishery Management Council

Local Elected Officials and Local Agencies

Office of the Governor

CNMI Senate

CNMI House of Representatives

CNMI Office of the Mayor

CNMI Public Information and Protocol Office

CNMI Bureau of Environmental and Coastal Quality

8-5
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Division of Environmental Quality
Division of Coastal Resources Management
Marine Monitoring
CNMI Coastal Resources Management Program
CNMI Department of Commerce
Military Integration Management Committee
CNMI Department of Community and Cultural Affairs
Historic Preservation Office
CNMI Department of Land and Natural Resources
Division of Fish and Wildlife
Division of Agriculture
Division of Parks and Recreation
Soil and Water Conservation District
CNMI Department of Public Lands
CNMI Department of Public Safety
Office of the Commissioner
Tinian Fire Division
CNMI Military and Veteran Affairs
CNMI Northern Marianas College Cooperative, Research, Extension and Education Service
CNMI Zoning Office
Commonwealth Ports Authority
Marianas Visitors Authority
Saipan International Airport
Port of Saipan
Tinian
Federal Elected Officials
U.S. Congress
Local Elected Officials and Local Agencies
Office of the Mayor
Municipality of Tinian and Aguiguan
CNMI Department of Public Lands
CNMI Department of Commerce
CNMI Department of Land and Natural Resources
Rota
Federal Elected Officials
U.S. Congress
Local Elected Officials and Local Agencies
Office of the Mayor
15th Rota Municipal Council
CNMI Department of Lands and Natural Resources
Commonwealth Ports Authority
Department of Lands and Natural Resources
Division of Fish and Wildlife
Department of Public Lands, Rota Office
Rota Gaming Commission
Rota Health Center
Rota Municipal Treasury
Federal Agencies outside of Guam, Saipan, Tinian, and Rota
Advisory Council on Historic Preservation
U.S. Department of State
Bureau of Oceans and International Environmental and Scientific Affairs
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

8-6
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Region IX
Pacific Islands Contact Office, Honolulu
Communities and Ecosystems Division
Enforcement Division
Office of Federal Activities
National Environmental Policy Act Compliance Division
Council on Environmental Quality
Department of the Interior
Environmental Policy & Compliance
Office of Insular Affairs
Federal Aviation Administration
Air Traffic Division, Western Pacific Region (AWP-532)
Military Program
Western Pacific Region
Bureau of Certification and Licensing
Federal Maritime Commission
Office of the Secretary
Marianas Trench Marine National Monument
Marine Mammal Commission
U.S. Department of Transportation
Maritime Administration
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
Office of Law Enforcement, Honolulu District
National Marine Fisheries Service
Headquarters
Habitat Division
Protected Resources Division
Office for Coastal Management
Office of Protected Resources
Pacific Islands Fisheries Science Center
Pacific Islands Regional Office
U.S. Coast Guard Headquarters
Office of Environmental Management (CG-47)
U.S. Department of the Interior
Office of Environmental Policy and Compliance
Office of Insular Affairs
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Pacific Islands Office
Pacific Region
U.S. Geological Survey
Pacific Coastal and Marine Science Center
Pacific Islands Water Science Center
U.S. Department of Agriculture Forest Service
Pacific Southwest Region 5
Pacific Southwest Research Station
Institute of Pacific Islands Forestry
U.S. Department of Agriculture
Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service
Wildlife Services
Natural Resources Conservation Service
Office of the Chief
Western Pacific Regional Fishery Management Council
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DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY

COMMANDER
UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLEET
250 MakKAL APA DRIVE
PEARL HARBOR, HAWAI 3SBE0-3131

I REFLY REFER TO:

5000
Ser N465/0822
July 19, 2017

The Honorable Madeleine Z. Bordallo
U.S. Congress

120 Father Duefias Avenue, Suite 107
Hagatiia, GU 96910

Dear Congresswoman Bordallo:

SUBJECT: NOTICE OF INTENT TO PREPARE A SUPPLEMENTAL ENVIRONMENTAL
IMPACT STATEMENT/OVERSEAS ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT
STATEMENT FOR MARTANA ISLANDS TRAINING AND TESTING

This letter is to inform vou that the Department of the Navy (Navy) is preparing a
supplement to the 2015 Final Mariana Islands Traiming and Testing (MITT) Environmental
Impact Statement/Overseas Environmental Impact Statement (EIS/OEILS) to assess the potential
environmental impacts associated with ongoing military readiness activities conducted within the
MITT EIS/OEIS Study Area (hereafter referred to as the “Study Area™). Military readiness
activities include training and research, development, testing. and evaluation (hereafter referred to
as “fraining and testing”). The Navy is requesting your commments on the scope of the analysis,
mcluding potential environmental issues or viable alternatives to be considered during the
development of the Draft Supplemental EIS/OEIS.

The Navy previously completed an FIS/OEIS in May 2015 for training and testing activities
occurring within the Study Area. The supplement to the 2015 Final FIS/OFEIS is being prepared
to support ongoing and firure activities conducted at-sea and on Farallon de Medinilla (FDM)
within the Study Area beyond 2020. Proposed activities are generally consistent with those
analvzed in the 2015 Final EIS/0OFIS and are representative of activities the military has
conducted in the Study Area for decades.

The supplement to the 2015 Final EIS/OFEIS will include an analysis of training and testing
activities using new information available after the release of the 2015 Final EIS/OEIS. New
mformation includes an updated acoustic effects model, updated marine mammal density data,
and evolving and emergent best available science. As part of this process, the Navy will seek the
1ssuance of federal regulatory permits and authorizations under the Marine Mammal Protection
Art and the Endangered Species Act.

The Study Area remains unchanged since the 2015 Final FIS/OFEIS (Enclosure 1). The
Study Area includes the existing Mariana Islands Range Complex (WIF.C); areas on the high
seas to the north and west of the MIR.C; a transit commidor between the MIF.C and the Hawaii

Figure 8.2-2: Stakeholder Scoping Notification Letter
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5090
Ser N465/0822
July 19, 2017

Range Complex, starting at the International Date Line; and Apra Harbor and select Navy
pierside and harbor locations. The supplement to the 2015 Final EIS/OEIS will only analyze
those training and testing activities conducted at sea and on FDM within the Study Area. Other
activities and land components associated with the MIRC will not be included in the supplement.

The Proposed Action is to conduct at-sea training and testing activities within the Study
Area. Activities include the use of active sonar and explosives while employing marine species
protective mitigation measures. The purpose of the Proposed Action is to maintain a ready force,
which is needed to ensure the military can accomplish its mission to maintain, train, and equip
combat-ready forces, consistent with Congressional direction in Section 5062 of Title 10 of the
U.S. Code.

To achieve and maintain military readiness, the Navy proposes to:

e  Conduct at-sea training and testing activities at levels required to support military
readiness requirements beyond 2020; and

e Accommodate evolving mission requirements, including those resulting from the
development, testing, and introduction of new vessels, aireraft, and weapons systems
into the fleet.

Public comments will be accepted during the 45-day scoping period beginning July 28, 2017
through September 11, 2017. Comments must be postmarked or received online by September
11, 2017, Chamorro Standard Time (ChST), for consideration in the Draft Supplemental
EIS/OEIS. Comments may be submitted online at www.MITT-EIS.com, or by mail to:

Naval Facilities Engineering Command Pacific

Attention: MITT Supplemental EIS/OEIS Project Manager
258 Makalapa Drive, Suite 100

Pearl Harbor, HI 96860-3134

If you would like additional information or to receive a project briefing, please contact
Mr. John Van Name at 808-471-1714 or john.vanname(@navy.mil.

Please help the Navy inform the community about the Draft Supplemental EIS/OEIS for at-
sea training and testing by sharing this information with your staff and interested individuals.

Sincerely,

J—

Fo~_ L. M. FOSTER
By direction

Enclosure: 1. Mariana Islands Training and Testing Supplemental Environmental Impact
Statement/Overseas Environmental Impact Statement Study Area

(3%

Figure 8.2-2: Stakeholder Scoping Notification Letter (continued)
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Enclosure: 1. Mariana Islands Training and Testing Supplemental Environmental Impact
Statement/Overseas Environmental Impact Statement Study Area
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Figure 8.2-2: Stakeholder Scoping Notification Letter (continued)
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8.2.1.2 Postcard Mailer

A postcard was mailed first-class to 341 individuals, community groups, and nongovernmental
organizations on July 27, 2017. The postcard provided information about the Proposed Action, the
website address, and how to submit public comments. An example of the postcard is shown in Figure
8.2-3.

8-11
8.0 Public Involvement and Distribution



Mariana Islands Training and Testing
Final Supplemental EIS/OEIS June 2020

TRAINING AND TESTING SUPPLEMENTAL EIS/OEIS
FOR MILITARY READINESS ACTIVITIES BEYOND 2020

THE NAVY WELCOMES YOUR INPUT!

The U.S. Navy invites you to participate in the National
Environmental Policy Act public involvement process for the
Mariana Islands Training and Testing (MITT) Supplemental
Environmental Impact Statement/Overseas Environmental
Impact Statement (EIS/OEIS).

The Navy is preparing a Supplemental EIS/OEIS to assess the
potential environmental impacts associated with ongoing military
readiness activities conducted within the MITT EIS/OEIS Study
Area. The Supplement tothe 2015 Final EIS/OEIS is being
prepared to support ongoing and future activities conducted at
sea and on Farallon de Medinilla (FDM) within the Study Area
beyond 2020.

The Navy is requesting your comments on the scope of the
analysis to be considered during the development of the
Supplemental EIS/OEIS.

Naval Facilities Engineering
Command Pacific

Attention: MITT Supplemental
EISIOEIS Project Manager
258 Makalapa Drive, Suite 100
Pearl Harbor, HI 96860-3134

Proposed Action:

The Proposed Action is to
conduct at-sea training and
testing activities within the Study
Area. Activities include the use
of active sonar and explosives
while employing marine species
protective mitigation measures.
Proposed training and testing
activities are generally consistent
with those analyzed in the

2015 Final EIS/OEIS and are
representative of activities the
military has conducted in the
Study Area for decades.

Figure 8.2-3: Postcard Mailer for Scoping (Front and Back)
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8.2.1.3 Newspaper Advertisements

Display advertisements were placed in local and regional newspapers to advertise the public’s
opportunity to comment on the scope of the analysis. The advertisements included a description of the
Proposed Action, the address of the project website, the duration of the comment period, and
information on how to provide comments. The newspapers and publication dates are indicated in Table
8.2-2. An example of the advertisement is shown in Figure 8.2-4.

Table 8.2-2: Newspaper Publications for Scoping

Newspaper Newspaper Coverage Publication Dates

Friday, July 28, 2017
Saturday, July 29, 2017
Sunday, July 30, 2017

Hagatfia, Guam; and

Pacific Daily N ) L
acific Daily News neighboring islands

Friday, July 28, 2017
Monday, July 31, 2017
Tuesday, August 1, 2017

Saipan, Tinian, Rota, Federated

Marianas Variet . .
y States of Micronesia

Friday, July 28, 2017
Saipan Tribune Saipan, Tinian, Rota Monday, July 31, 2017
Tuesday, August 1, 2017

The U.S. Navy
INVITES YOU TO PARTICIPATE
in the Mariana Islands

Training and Testing
‘ Supplemental EIS/OEIS Process

The U.S. Navy is preparing a Supplemental Environmental Impact
Statement/Overseas Environmental Impact Statement (EISIOEIS) to
assess the potential environmental impacts associated with ongoing
military readiness activities conducted within the Mariana Islands Training
and Testing (MITT) EIS/OEIS Study Area. The supplement to the 2015
Final EIS/OEIS is being prepared to support ongoing and future
activities conducted at sea and on Farallon de Medinilla (FDM) within
the Study Area beyond 2020.

Public Involvement Opportunity

The Navy is requesting your comments on the scope of the analysis to
be considered during the development of the Draft Supplemental
EISfOEIS. Comments will be accepted online at www.MITT-EIS.com,
or by mail to:

Naval Facilities Engineering Command Pacific
Attention: MITT Supplemental EIS/OEIS Project Manager
258 Makalapa Drive, Suite 100
Pearl Harbor, HI 96860-3134

All comments must be postmarked or received online by
Sept. 11, 2017, Chamorro Standard Time (ChST), for
consideration in the Draft Supplemental EIS/OEIS.

Figure 8.2-4: Newspaper Announcement for Scoping
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8.2.1.4 Press Release

A press release to announce the Notice of Intent and request public input was distributed to local and
regional media outlets on July 28, 2017. The press release provided information on the Proposed Action,
address of the project website, duration of the comment period, and how to submit comments. The
press release from the Commander, Joint Region Marianas is shown in Figure 8.2-5.
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COMMANDER, JOINT REGION MARIANAS
Public Affairs Office

Main: (671) 349-4055/3209

Fax: (671)349-1201

E-Mail: CJRMPAO@fe.navy.mil

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Press Release 17-063

U.S. Navy Seeks Public Input on Training and Testing
Supplemental Environmental Impact Analysis

ASAN, Guam (July 28, 2017) —The U.S. Navy is preparing a Supplemental Environmental
Impact Statement/Overseas Environmental Impact Statement (EIS/OEIS) to assess the potential
environmental impacts associated with ongoing at-sea military readiness activities conducted
within the Mariana Islands Training and Testing (MITT) EIS/OEIS Study Area (hereafier

referred to as the “Study Area™).

Military readiness activities include training and research, development, testing, and evaluation
(hereafter referred to as “training and testing”™). The Navy is requesting public comments on the
scope of the analysis, including potential environmental issues and viable alternatives to be

considered during the development of the Draft Supplemental EIS/OEIS.

The Navy previously completed an EIS/OEIS in May 2015 for at-sea training and testing
activities occurring within the Study Area. The supplement to the 2015 Final EIS/OEIS is being
prepared to support ongoing and future activities conducted at sea and on Farallon de Medinilla
(FDM) within the Study Area beyond 2020. Proposed training and testing activities are generally
consistent with those analyzed in the 2015 Final EIS/OEIS and represent activities the military
has conducted in the Study Area for decades.

The Supplemental EIS/OEIS will include an analysis of training and testing activities using new
information available after the release of the 2015 Final EIS/OEIS. New information includes an
updated acoustic effects model, updated marine mammal density data, and evolving and
emergent best available science. As part of this process, the Navy will seek the issuance of
federal regulatory permits and authorizations under the Marine Mammal Protection Act and the
Endangered Species Act.

Proposed Action:
The Proposed Action 1s to conduct at-sea training and testing activities within the Study Area.

At-sea training and testing activities include the use of active sonar and explosives while
employing marine species protective mitigation measures.

-more-

Figure 8.2-5: Press Release for Scoping
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The purpose of the Proposed Action is to maintain a ready force, which is needed to ensure the
military can accomplish its mission to maintain, train, and equip combat-ready forces, consistent
with Congressional direction in Section 5062 of Title 10 of the U.S. Code.

To achieve and maintain military readiness, the Navy proposes to:
e Conduct at-sea training and testing activities at levels required to support military
readiness requirements bevond 2020; and
¢ Accommodate evolving mission requirements, including those resulting from the
development, testing, and introduction of new vessels, aircrafl, and weapons systems
into the fleet.

The Study Area remains unchanged since the 2015 Final EIS/OEIS and includes the existing
Mariana Islands Range Complex (MIRC); areas on the high seas to the north and west of the
MIRC: a transit corridor between the MIRC and the Hawaii Range Complex, starting at the
International Date Line; and Apra Harbor and select Navy pierside and harbor locations. In the
supplement to the 2015 Final EIS/OEIS, the Navy will only analyze those training and testing
activities conducted at sea and on FDM within the Study Area. Other activities and land
components associated with the MIRC are not included in the supplement.

Scoping Comment Period for the Supplemental EIS/OEIS:

The 45-day scoping comment period is July 28-Sept. 11. Comments must be postmarked or
received online by Sept. 11, 2017, Chamorro Standard Time (ChST), for consideration in the
development of the Draft Supplemental EIS/OEIS. All comments submitted during the 45-day
public comment period will become part of the public record. Comments may be submitted
online at: www.MITT-EIS.com. or by mail to:

Naval Facilities Engineering Command Pacific

Attention: MITT Supplemental EIS/OEIS Project Manager
258 Makalapa Drive, Suite 100

Pearl Harbor, HI 96860-3134

For additional project information, please visit the project website at www.MITT-EIS.com.

Please help inform your community by sharing the information in this press release.
-30-

For more information, contact the Joint Region Marianas Public Affairs Office
at (671) 349-4055/3209.

Figure 8.2-5: Press Release for Scoping (continued)
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8.2.2 Summary of Public Scoping Comments
Scoping comments were submitted in two ways:

e  Written letters (received any time during the public comment period)
e Comments submitted directly on the project website (received any time during the public
comment period)

The Navy received a total of 36 written and electronic comments from federal agencies, state agencies,
nongovernmental organizations, individuals, and community groups. Thirty website comments were
submitted using the electronic comment form on the project website. Six written comments were
mailed. A sampling of some of the specific concerns follows.

8.2.2.1 Description of the Proposed Action and Alternatives

Comments stated that the description of the action and proposed activities is vague in the SEIS/OEIS and
that it should include an explanation of the differences between the 2015 Record of Decision and the
action proposed in this SEIS/OEIS. Comments included a request that a range of alternatives be
considered, including time or seasonal restrictions, restrictions in biologically sensitive areas, reduced
training and testing tempo, and mitigated alternatives.

8.2.2.2  National Environmental Policy Act and Public Involvement

Comments stated that there is a lack of detail regarding the scope of the Proposed Action presented to
the public. It was suggested the website include the updated acoustic effects model, updated marine
mammal density data, and the 2015 MITT Final EIS/OEIS. The scoping period was thought to be too
short and should be extended.

8.2.2.3  Location of Activities
Comments stated that military training should not be conducted in the CNMI.
8.2.2.4 Indirect and Cumulative Impacts

Comments included requests that all Department of Defense actions in the Mariana Islands be analyzed
for cumulative effects. Comments also included requests to analyze indirect and cumulative impacts as
they relate to seagrass, coral reefs, invertebrates, sea turtles, fish populations, and loss of habitat, as
well as the ocean as an ecosystem. Comments also included recommendations that recreational fishing,
commercial fishing, and transport be analyzed from a cumulative perspective. Comments in this
category expressed concern about the overall impact of military activity in Guam and the overall MITT
Study Area.

8.2.2.5 Sediments and Water Quality Impacts

Comments stated that there was a lack of studies regarding impacts on the waters around Farallon de
Medinilla (FDM) and documentation of the loss of land at FDM in regard to erosion. Requests were
made to provide a detailed analysis of the residence times of constituents, effects of deposition,
bioaccumulation of metals and other pollutants, and concentration of explosives and unexploded
ordnance in the ocean environment, due to concerns about military expended materials becoming
marine debris.
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8.2.2.6 Socioeconomic Resources

Comments stated that military training activities are disturbing economically important fishing areas,
restricting access to prime fishing grounds, and resulting in contamination in the local food supply.
Issues raised in regard to socioeconomic impacts included increased transit times around restricted
areas and associated loss of revenue due to transit times and restricted access to fishing areas.

8.2.2,7 Terrestrial Species and Habitats/Marine Birds

Comments included requests for the reevaluation of booby populations and to address impacts on the
great frigate bird, red-tailed tropicbird, white-tailed tropicbird, brown noddy, and black noddy on FDM.

8.2.2.8 Marine Resources

Comments stated concerns regarding direct and cumulative impacts from military expended material
and debris on the marine environment. Comments included suggestions to analyze sonar, chemical
pollutants, and marine debris associated with training activities on all marine species. Monitoring results
should be made available and integrated into the analysis. Impacts should also be analyzed in regard to
invasive species and marine biosecurity threats. Impacts on coastal resources should be substantively
analyzed under a range of alternatives and specific mitigation. Impacts on Habitat Area of Concern for
Coral Reef Ecosystem Management Unit Species and Bottomfish Management Units Species should also
be analyzed. Commenters stated that there were a lack of studies documenting the amount of ordnance
debris and unexploded ordnance in the water and impacts on and around FDM, including coral reefs.

8.2.2.9 Marine Mammal Impacts/Sea Turtles

Comments in this category included concerns regarding the health and safety effects on marine
mammals from training activities. Commenters expressed concern regarding impacts on marine
mammals from sonar and explosives as well as impacts on humpback whale calving grounds.

8.2.2.10 Fish/Marine Habitat

Comments stated that training activities are disturbing pelagic and economically important fishing areas
and causing fish to leave the Study Area. There were also concerns regarding acoustic disturbance
to fish.

8.2.2.11 Cultural Resources

Comments stated the U.S. Navy has not consulted with indigenous people for conducting military
training in the Mariana Islands. Direct and cumulative impacts need to be identified due to the loss of
access to FDM for cultural use.

8.2.2.12 Public Health and Safety

Comments included concerns regarding overall impacts and risks to public health and safety in regard to
unexploded ordnance, water contamination, and proper safety measures.

8.2.2.13 Mitigation Measures

Comments included requests to provide details associated with the actions the Navy will take to avoid
harming protected marine mammals and coral reefs as well as the effectiveness of past mitigation
measures. Comments stated that the public needs a better understanding of how mitigation measures
avoid impacts on marine mammals and the effectiveness of those measures.
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8.2.2.14 Other

This category includes comments that were considered to be outside the scope of this analysis or not
considered applicable to the analysis. For example, there were comments related to the potential
dangers posed by North Korea, direct compensation for loss of fishing grounds or the development of
fishery infrastructure, the militarization of the Mariana Islands, lack of specific surveys, and third-party
assessments of impacts and surveys.

8.3 Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement/Overseas Environmental Impact
Statement Public Review and Comment Period

The Draft SEIS/OEIS public review and comment period began with issuance of the Notice of Public
Meetings (84 FR 677) January 31, 2019, and the Notice of Availability (84 FR 1119) February 1, 2019, in
the Federal Register. A Notice of Rescheduled Public Meetings and Extension of Public Comment Period
was published in the Federal Register (84 FR 8515) March 8, 2019. A Notice of Extension of Public
Comment Period was published in the Federal Register (84 FR 12239) April 1, 2019. The Federal Register
notices for the Draft SEIS/OEIS are shown in Figure 8.3-1, Figure 8.3-2, Figure 8.3-3, and Figure 8.3-4.

The Federal Register notices included notification of the availability of the Draft SEIS/OEIS and where it
can be accessed; an overview of the Proposed Action and its purpose and need; public commenting
information; and locations, dates, and times of the public meetings. The purpose of the public meetings
was to inform the public about the Proposed Action and to solicit public comments on the
environmental issues addressed and analyzed in the Draft SEIS/OEIS. Comments were accepted by mail,
through the SEIS/OEIS website at www.mitt-eis.com, and at the public meetings.

S ——————————————————————————
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Authority: 35 U.5.C. 207, 37 CFR part 404.

Dated: Januwary 28, 2019,
MLS. Werner,
Commander, ludge Advocote Geneml's Corps,
U.5. Navy, Faderal Register Limison Officer.
[FR. Doz, 200800273 Filod 1-30-19; 8:45 am]
EILLING CODE 3510-FF—F

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
Department of the Navy

Notice of Public Mesatings for the Draft
Supplemental Environmental Impact
Statement/Overseas Environmental
Impact Statement for Mariana lslands
Training and Testing

AGENCY: Department of the Navy, Dol
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: Pursuant to section 102[2)(c]
of the National Envirenmental Policy
Act (NEPA) of 1069, as implemented by
the Council on Environmental Quality,
and Presidential Execotive Order (E.0.)
12114, the Department of the Navy
[DoM) has prepared and filed with the
U.5. Environmental Protection Agency a
Draft Supplemental Environmental
Impact Statement!Overseas
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS/
QEIS). In the Draft Supplemental EIS/S
DEIS, the DoM reassesses the potential
environmental impacts associated with
conducting ongoing and future military
readiness activities, which includes
training activities and research,
development, testing, and evaluation
activities [referred to as "testing
activities") conducted at sea and on
Farallon de Medinilla (FDM) within the
Mariana Islands Training and Testing
[MITT) Study Area (hereafier referred to
as the Study Area) bevond 2020. In the
Draft Supplemental EIS/OEIS, the DoM
evaluates new, relevant information,
such as more recent marine mammal
density data and new sclentific
information, and updates the
environmental analyses as appropriate.
The Dol prepared the Draft
Supplemental EIS/OELS to support the
issuance of federal regulatory permits
and authorizations under the Marina
Mammal Protection Act and the
Endangered Species Act. The National
Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) 1z a
cooperating agency for this
Supplemental EISAOEIS.

DATES: This notice announces the public
comment period and the dates and
locations of the public meetings,
includes informeation about how the
public can review and comment on the
document, and provides supplementary
information about the environmental
planning effort. All comments must be

postmarked or received online by March
18, 2019, Chamorro Standard Time, for
consideration in the Final Supplemental
EIS/OELS. Federal and local agencies
and officials, and interested
organizations and individuals, are
encouraged to provide substantive
comments on the Draft Supplemental
EIS/0EIS during the public review
period or in person at one of the
scheduled open house public mestings.
ADDRESSES: Public meetings will be
held in an open-house format, with Dol
representatives available to provide
information and answer questions
related to the Draft Supplemental EISS
QEIS. Open house public mestings will
be held on Guam and Saipan. The
public may arrive at any time during the
open house, as there will not be a
presentation or formal oral comment
session. Open house public meetings
will be held on the following dates and
at the following locations:

1. 5:00 to 8:00 p.m. February 26, 2019,
at University of Guam, Jesus & Eugenia
Leon Guerrero School of Business and
Public Administration Building.
Anthony Leon Guerrero Multi-Purpose
Room 120 and Henry Sy Atrium,
Mangilao, Guam 96923,

2. 5:00 to 8:00 p.m. February 27, 2019,
at Kanoa Resort Saipan, Seaside Hall,
Beach Road in Susupe, Saipan, MP
QEO50.

Attendees will be able to submit
written comments during the open
house public meetings. A stenographer
will be available for attendees wishing
to provide oral comments, one-on-one.
Equal weight will be given to oral and
written comments. Comments may also
be mailed to Naval Facilities
Engineering Command Pacific,
Attention: MITT Supplemental ELS/
(ELS Project Manager, 258 Makalapa
Dirtve, Suite 100, Pearl Harbor, HI
O6RG0-3134. or electronically via the
project website at www MITT-EIS.com.
All comments, written or oral,
submitted during the public comment
period will become part of the public
record and substantive comments will
be addressed in the Final Supplemental
EIS/0ELS.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
MNawval Facilities Engineering Command
Pacific. Attention: MITT Supplemental
EIS/OELS Project Manager, 258
Makalapa Drive, Suite 100, Pearl
Harbor, HI 968603134,

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The Draft
Supplemental EIS/OELS was distributed
to federal and locel agencies with which
the Dol consulted. Copies of the Draft

Supplemental EIS/OELS are available for

public review at the following public
libraries:

1. Robert F. Kennedy Memorial
Library, University of Guam, UOG
Station, Mangilao, GU 960231871,

2. Mievas M. Flores Memorial Library,
254 Martyr Street, Hagatfia, GU 96810-
R141.

3. Tinian Public Library, San Jose
Village, Tinian, MP 965952-9047,

4. Antonio C. Atalig Memorial Library
(Rota Public Library), Rota, MP 96051—
0aa7.

5. Joeten-Kiyu Public Library, Insatto
Street, Saipan, MP 960500995,

The MI'[EF Draft Supplemental EIS/
(EIS is available for electronic viewing
or download at waww MITT-EIS.com. A
compact disc of the Draft Supplemental
EIS/OELS will be made available upon
writhen request by contacting: Naval
Facilities Engineering Command Pacific,
Attention: MITT Supplemental EIS/
(EIS Project Manager, 258 Makalapa
Drive, Suite 100, Pearl Harbor, HI
DGAGD-3134.

Dated: January 25, 20149,

M.5. Werner,

Commander, fudge Advocote Ceneral’s Corps,
LIS, Navy, Federal Register Liaison (fficer.

[FR Doo. 2019-00368 Filad 1-30-1%; E:45 am)]
EILLING CODE 3840-FFF

Figure 8.3-1: Federal Register Notice of Public Meetings for the Draft SEIS/OEIS
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Federal Register/Vol. 84, No. 22/Friday, February 1, 2019/ Notices 1119

EIS No. 20180335, Draft Supplement,
USN, GU, Mariana Islands Training
and Testing Draft Supplemental
Environmental Impact Statement/
Overseas Environmental Impact
Statement, Comment Period Ends: 03/
18/2019, Contact: Nora Macariola-See
808—472-1402

Figure 8.3-2: Federal Register Notice of Availability for the Draft SEIS/OEIS
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DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
Department of the Navy

Motice of Reschaduled Public Maeatings
and Extension of Public Comment
Period for the Draft Supplemental
Environmental Impact Statement’
Overgeas Environmental Impact
Statement for Mariana Islands Training
and Testing

AGENCY: Department of the Navy, Dall.
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: A notice of public mestings
was published in the Federal Register
by the U.5. Environmental Protection
Agency on January 31, 2019 for the

Department of the Mavy's (Do) Draft

Supplemental Environmental Impact
Statement/Overseas Environmental
Impact Statement [EIS/0EIS) for the
Marnana Islands Training and Testing
[MITT) Study Area. Due to the effects of
Typhoon Wutip, Navy officials
postponed public meetings supporting
the Draft Supplemental EIS/OELS
planned for February 2627, 2019,
DATES: This notice announces the dates
and locations of the rescheduled public
meetings in March 2019, and a 15-day
extension of the public comment perod
from March 18, 2018, to April 2, 2019
ADDRESSES: Public meetings will be
held in an open-house format with Dol
representatives available to provide
information and answer questions
related to the Draft Supplemental EIS/
QEIS. The public may arrive at any time
during meetings, as there will not be a
presantation or public orel comment
session. Open house public meetings
will be held on the following dates and
at the following locations:

1. 1:00 to 3:30 p.m. March 14, 20149,
at Tinian Public Library, San Jose
Village, Tinian, MP 95952,

2, 1:30 to 4:30 p.m. March 15, 20149,
at Mayor’s Conference Hall, Songsong
Village, Kota, MP 06951,

3. 5:00 to B:00 p.m. March 18, 20149,
at Kanoa Resort Saipan, Seaside Hall,
Beach Road in Susupe, Saipan, MP
OE950.

4, 5:00 to B:00 p.m. March 19, 20149,
at University of Guam. Jesus & Eugenia
Leon Guerrero School of Business and
Public Administration Building,
Anthony Leon Guerrero Multi-Purpose
Room 129 and Henry 5y Atrium,
Mangilao, Guam 06523

Attendees will be able to submit
comments during the open house public
meetings. Comments may also be mailed
to Naval Facilities Engineering
Command Pacific, Attention: MITT
Supplemental EIS/OELS Project
Manager, 258 Mekalapa Drive, Suite
100, Pearl Harbor, HI 968603134, or
electronically via the project website at
wiw MITT-EIS .com. All comments
submitted during the public comment
period will become part of the public
record and substantive comments will
be addressed in the Final Supplemental
EIS/OELS. All comments must be
postmarked or received online by April
2, 2019, Chamorro Standard Time, for
consideration in the Final Supplemental
EIS/OELS.

MNaval Facilibhes Enginesring
Command Pacific, Attention: MITT
Supplemental EIS/OELS Project
Manager, 258 Makalapa Drive, Suite
100, Pearl Harbor, HI 96B60-3134.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The Draft
Supplemental EIS/OEIS 1z available

Figure 8.3-3: Federal Register Notice of Rescheduled Public Meetings for the Draft SEIS/OEIS
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glectronically for public viewing at
www MITT-EIS com and at the
following public libraries:

1. Robert F. Kennedy Memorial
Library, University of Guam, UDG
Station, Mangilao, GU 06923-1871. v

2. Mieves M. Flores Memaorial Library,
254 Martyr 5t., Hagatfia, GU 96910—
5141.

3. Tinian Public Library, San Jose
Village, Tinian, MP 960520907,

4, Antonio C. Atalig Memorial Library
[Eota Public Library), Bota, MP 06351—
Goa7,

5. Joeten-Kivu Public Library, Beach
Road and Insatto 5t.. Saipan, MP 06950—
G006,

Dated: March 1, 2018,

M5, Wemner,

Commander, Judge Advocale General's Corps,
LI.5. Navy, Federal Register Ligison Officer.
[FR Doz, 200904019 Filad 3—7-1%; 8:45 am)]
BILLING CODE 3510-FF—F

Figure 8.3-3: Federal Register Notice of Rescheduled Public Meetings for the Draft SEIS/OEIS
(continued)
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SUMMARY: A notice of public mestings
was publishad in the Federal Register
by the 11.5. Environmental Protection
Agency on January 31, 201% and March
#, 2019 for the Department of the Navy's
(DoM) Draft Supplemental
Environmental Impact Statement/
Oversaas Environmental Impact
Statement [EISS0EIS) for the Mariana
Islands Training and Testing (MITT)
Study Area

DATES: This notice announces a 15-day
axtension of the public comment period
from April 2, 2019, to April 17, 2010,

ADDRESSES: Comments may be mailed 1o
Maval Facilities Engineering Command
Pacific, Attention: MITT Supplemental
EIS/OEIS Project Manager, 258
Makalapa Drive, Suite 100, Pearl
Harbor, HI 96860—~3134, or
alactronically via the project website at
www MITT-EIS.com. All comments
submitted during the public comment
period will become part of the public
record and substantive comments will
be addressed in the Final Supplemental
EIS/OEIS. All comments must be
postmarked or received online by April
17, 2019, Chamorro Standard Time, for
consideration in the Final Supplemental
EIS/OEIS.

Maval Facilities Engineering
Command Pacific, Attention: MITT
Supplemental EIS/OEIS Project
Manager, 256 Makalapa Drive, Suite
10, Pearl Harbor, HI 96860-3134.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The Diraft
Supplemental EIS/OEIS is available
alactronically for public viewing at
wiww. MITT-EIS .com and at the
following public librarias:

1. Robert F. Kennedy Memaorial
Library, University of Guam, U0G
Station, Mangilan, GU 96923-1871.

2. Mieves M. Flores Memorial Library,
254 Martyr 5., Hagatia, GLUI a6010—
3141,

3. Tinian Public Library, San Jose
Village, Tinian, MP 96952-9407.

4. Amtonio C. Atalig Memaorial Library

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE (Kota Public Library), Rota, MP 86951—
Department of the Navy HOET.

5. Joeten-Kiyu Public Library, Beach
Motica of Extension of Public Road and Insatto St., Saipan, MP 960950
Comment Period for the Draft P
Supplemental Environmental Impact
Statement/Overseas Environmantal Duted: March 25, 2019,
Impact Statement for Mariana Islands MLE. Werner,
Training and Testing Commander, fudge Advoote General’s Corps,

1.5, Navy, Federal Register Linison Officer.
[FE Doc. 201906028 Filed 3-29-19; 8:45 am|
BILLNG COOE 3810-FF-F

AGENCY: Department of the Navy, Doll.
ACTION: Motice.

Figure 8.3-4: Federal Register Notice of Extension of Public Comment Period for the
Draft SEIS/OEIS
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8.3.1 Notification of Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement/Overseas Environmental
Impact Statement Public Review and Comment Period and Public Meetings

The Navy made significant efforts to notify the public of the release of the Draft SEIS/OEIS and the dates
and locations of the public meetings to maximize participation during the Draft SEIS/OEIS public review
and comment period. A summary of these efforts follows.

8.3.1.1 Notification Letters

Stakeholder letters were mailed January 30, 2019, first-class to 218 federal and local elected officials
and agency representatives. Entities that received the notification letters are listed in Table 8.3-1, and
Figure 8.3-5 provides an example of the notification letter.

Table 8.3-1: Federal and Local Entities that Received the Draft SEIS/OEIS Notification Letter

Guam
Federal Elected Officials and Federal Agencies
U.S. Congress
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
National Ocean Service
National Marine Fisheries Service, Habitat Division, Guam Office
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service
Guam National Wildlife Refuge
U.S. Department of Agriculture
Natural Resource Conservation Service, West Area Office
Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service, Wildlife Services
Department of Transportation/Federal Aviation Administration
National Park Service
War in the Pacific National Historic Park
Western Pacific Regional Fishery Management Council
Guam Education & Outreach
Local Elected Officials and Local Agencies
Office of the Governor
Office of the Senator
34th Guam Legislature
Mayors' Council of Guam
Office of the Mayor
Village of Agana Heights
Village of Agat
Village of Asan-Maina
Village of Barrigada
Village of Chalan Pago-Ordot
Village of Dededo
Village of Hagatha
Village of Inarajan
Village of Mangilao
Village of Merizo
Village of Mongmong-Toto-Maite
Village of Piti
Village of Santa Rita
Village of Sinajana
Village of Talofofo
Village of Tamuning-Tumon-Harmon
Village of Umatac
Village of Yigo
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Village of Yona
A.B. Won Pat International Airport
Consolidated Utility Services
Department of Labor
Guam Ancestral Lands Commission
Guam Army National Guard
Guam Bureau of Statistics and Plans
Coastal Management Program
Guam Chamorro Land Trust Commission
Guam Consolidated Commission on Utilities
Guam Department of Agriculture
Division of Aquatic and Wildlife Resources
Guam Department of Education
Guam Department of Land Management
Guam Department of Parks and Recreation
Historic Preservation Office
Guam Department of Public Works
Guam Economic Development and Commerce Authority
Guam Environmental Protection Agency
Water Resources Management Program
Guam Homeland Security
Office of Civil Defense
Guam Land Use Commission
Guam Visitors Bureau
Guam Waterworks Authority
Northern Guam Pacific Islands Area Soil and Water Conservation Districts
Port Authority of Guam
University of Guam
Water and Environmental Research Institute
Marine Laboratory
Cooperative Extension Service
U.S. Marshals Service, District of Guam

Saipan

Federal Elected Officials and Federal Agencies

U.S. Congress
U.S. Department of the Interior
Office of Insular Affairs
U.S. Department of Agriculture
Natural Resources Conservation Service
Saipan Service Center
Tinian & Aguiguan Service Center
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
National Marine Fisheries Service
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands (CNMI) Field Office
Western Pacific Regional Fishery Management Council

Local Elected Officials and Local Agencies

Office of the Governor

CNMI Senate

CNMI House of Representatives

CNMI Office of the Mayor

CNMI Public Information and Protocol Office

CNMI Bureau of Environmental and Coastal Quality
Division of Environmental Quality
Division of Coastal Resources Management
Marine Monitoring
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CNMI Coastal Resources Management Program
CNMI Department of Commerce
Military Integration Management Committee
CNMI Department of Community and Cultural Affairs
Historic Preservation Office
CNMI Department of Land and Natural Resources
Division of Fish and Wildlife
Division of Agriculture
Division of Parks and Recreation
Soil and Water Conservation District
CNMI Department of Public Lands
CNMI Department of Public Safety
Office of the Commissioner
Tinian Fire Division
CNMI Military and Veteran Affairs
CNMI Northern Marianas College Cooperative, Research, Extension and Education Service
CNMI Zoning Office
Commonwealth Ports Authority
Marianas Visitors Authority
Port of Saipan
Saipan International Airport
Tinian
Federal Elected Officials
U.S. Congress
Local Elected Officials and Local Agencies
Office of the Mayor
Municipality of Tinian and Aguiguan
CNMI Department of Public Lands
CNMI Department of Commerce
CNMI Department of Land and Natural Resources
Rota
Federal Elected Officials
U.S. Congress
Local Elected Officials and Local Agencies
Office of the Mayor
15th Rota Municipal Council
CNMI Department of Lands and Natural Resources
Commonwealth Ports Authority
Department of Lands and Natural Resources
Division of Fish and Wildlife
Department of Public Lands, Rota Office
Rota Gaming Commission
Rota Health Center
Rota Municipal Treasury
Federal Agencies outside of Guam, Saipan, Tinian, and Rota
Advisory Council on Historic Preservation
U.S. Department of State
Bureau of Oceans and International Environmental and Scientific Affairs
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Region IX
Pacific Islands Contact Office, Honolulu
Communities and Ecosystems Division
Enforcement Division
Office of Federal Activities
National Environmental Policy Act Compliance Division
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Council on Environmental Quality
Department of the Interior
Environmental Policy & Compliance
Office of Insular Affairs
Federal Aviation Administration

Air Traffic Division, Western Pacific Region (AWP-532)

Military Program
Western Pacific Region
Bureau of Certification and Licensing
Federal Maritime Commission
Office of the Secretary
Marianas Trench Marine National Monument
Marine Mammal Commission
U.S. Department of Transportation
Maritime Administration
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
Office of Law Enforcement, Honolulu District
National Marine Fisheries Service
Headquarters
Habitat Division
Protected Resources Division
Office for Coastal Management
Office of Protected Resources

Pacific Islands Fisheries Science Center

Pacific Islands Regional Office
U.S. Coast Guard Headquarters
Office of Environmental Management (CG-47)
U.S. Department of the Interior
Office of Environmental Policy and Compliance
Office of Insular Affairs
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Pacific Islands Office
Pacific Region
U.S. Geological Survey
Pacific Coastal and Marine Science Center
Pacific Islands Water Science Center
U.S. Department of Agriculture Forest Service
Pacific Southwest Region 5
Pacific Southwest Research Station
Institute of Pacific Islands Forestry
U.S. Department of Agriculture
Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service
Wildlife Services
Natural Resources Conservation Service
Office of the Chief
Western Pacific Regional Fishery Management Council
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DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY

COMMANDER
UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLEET
250 MAKALAPA DRIVE
PEARL HAREOR, HAWAII 96860-3131

5090 '
Ser N465/0059
January 14, 2019

The Honorable Vinnie V. Sablan
Senator, Saipan

CNMI Senate

P.O. Box 500129

Saipan, MP 96950

Dear Senator Sablan:

SUBJECT: NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY OF THE MARIANA ISLANDS TRAINING AND
TESTING DRAFT SUPPLEMENTAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT
STATEMENT/OVERSEAS ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT

This letter 1s to inform you that the Department of the Navy (Navy) has prepared a draft
supplement to the 2015 Final Mariana Islands Training and Testing (MITT) Environmental
Impact Statement/Overseas Environmental Impact Statement (EIS/OEIS) to assess the potential
environmental impacts associated with ongoing at-sea and Farallon de Medinilla (FDM) military
readiness activities conducted within the MITT EIS/OEIS Study Area (hereafter referred to as the
“Study Area™). Military readiness activities include training and research, development, testing,
and evaluation activities (hereafter referred to as “training and testing”). The Navy welcomes your
review and comments on the Draft Supplemental EIS/OEIS.

In May 20135, the Navy completed an EIS/OEIS for training and testing activities occurring
within the Study Area from 2015 through 2020. The supplement to the 2015 MITT Final
EIS/OEIS supports ongoing and future activities conducted within the Study Area at sea and on
FDM. The proposed activities are generally consistent with those analyzed in the 2015 MITT
Final EIS/OEIS and are representative of activities the military has conducted in the Study Area
for decades.

In the Draft Supplemental EIS/OEIS, the Navy evaluates new. relevant information, such as
more recent marine mammal density data and new scientific information, and updates the
environmental analyses as appropriate. The Navy prepared the Draft Supplemental EIS/OEIS to
support the issuance of federal regulatory permits and authorizations under the Marine Mammal
Protection Act and the Endangered Species Act.

The Study Area remains unchanged since the 2015 MITT Final EIS/OEIS. The Study Area
includes the existing Mariana Islands Range Complex (MIRC), additional areas on the high seas
outside of the MIRC, a transit corridor between the MIRC and the Hawaii Range Complex, and

Figure 8.3-5: Stakeholder Letter for the Notification of Availability of the Draft SEIS/OEIS
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January 14, 2019

Navy piers located in Apra Harbor (Enclosure 1). Other activities and land components
associated with the MIRC (except FDM) are not considered in the supplement.

The Proposed Action is to conduct at-sea training and testing activities within the Study
Area. These activities include the use of active sonar and explosives while employing marine
species mitigation measures. The purpose of the Proposed Action is to conduet training and
testing activities to ensure that the Navy and other U.S. military services meet their respective
missions, which, for the Navy is to maintain, train, and equip combat-ready forces capable of
winning wars, deterring aggression, and maintaining freedom of the seas, consistent with
Congressional direction in Section 5062 of Title 10 of the U.S. Code.

To achieve and maintain military readiness, the Navy proposes to:

e  Conduct at-sea training and testing activities at levels required to support military
readiness requirements beyond 2020; and

s  Accommodate evolving mission requirements, including those resulting from the
development, testing, and introduction of new vessels, aircraft, and weapons systems
into the fleet.

The Navy will hold two open house public meetings to provide information, answer
questions, and give the public an opportunity to comment on the Draft Supplemental EIS/OEIS.
The public may arrive at any time between 5 to 8 p.m., as there will not be a presentation or
formal oral comment session. The meeting will be held at the following locations:

Guam:
Date: Tuesday, February 26, 2019
Location: University of Guam
Jesus & Eugenia Leon Guerrero School of Business and Public
Administration Building
Anthony Leon Guerrero Multi-Purpose Room 129 and Henry Sy Atrium
Mangilao, Guam 96923
Saipan:
Date: Wednesday, February 27, 2019
Location: Kanoa Resort Saipan

Seaside Hall
Beach Road in Susupe
Saipan, MP 96950

To review the Draft Supplemental EIS/OEIS and for additional information, including
details on the key differences between the 2015 MITT Final EIS/OEIS and the 2019 Draft
Supplemental EIS/OEIS, please visit the project website at www.MITT-EIS.com. The Draft
Supplemental EIS/OEIS is also available at the following local public libraries:

Figure 8.3-5: Stakeholder Letter for the Notification of Availability of the Draft SEIS/OEIS
(continued)
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Robert I, Kennedy Memorial Library Tinian Public Library
University of Guam San Jose Village
UOG Station Tinian, MP 96952

Mangilao, GU 96923
Antonio C. Atalig Memorial Library
Nieves M. Flores Memorial Library (Rota Public Library)
254 Martyr St. Rota, MP 96951
Hagatiia, GU 96910
Joeten-Kiyu Public Library
Beach Road and Insatto St.
Saipan, MP 96950

The public comment period begins February 1, 2019, and will close on March 18, 2019. All
comments must be postmarked or received online by March 18, 2019, Chamorro Standard Time,
for consideration in the Final Supplemental EIS/OEIS. All comments submitted during the
public comment period will become part of the public record and substantive comments will be
addressed in the Final Supplemental EIS/OEIS.

Comments may be submitted online at www.MITT-EIS.com, at the public meetings, or by
mail to:

Naval Facilities Engineering Command Pacific

Attention: MITT Supplemental EIS/OEIS Project Manager
258 Makalapa Drive, Suite 100

Pearl Harbor, HI 96860-3134

If vou would like to receive additional information or a project briefing, please contact
Mr. John Van Name at 808-471-1714, or john.vanname(@navy.mil.

Please help the Navy inform the community about the availability of the Draft Supplemental
EIS/OEIS and public meetings by sharing this information with vour staff and interested

individuals.
S(':ri:crcly, 2

Timothy C. Liberatore

Captain, Civil Engineer Corps, U.S. Navy
Deputy Fleet Civil Engineer

By direction of the Commander

Enclosure: 1. Mariana Islands Training and Testing Supplemental Environmental Impact
Statement/Overseas Environmental Impact Statement Study Area

2
3

Figure 8.3-5: Stakeholder Letter for the Notification of Availability of the Draft SEIS/OEIS
(continued)
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Enclosure: 1. Mariana Islands Training and Testing Supplemental Environmental Impact
Statement/Overseas Environmental Impact Statement Study Area
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Enclosure (1)

Figure 8.3-5: Stakeholder Letter for the Notification of Availability of the Draft SEIS/OEIS
(continued)
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8.3.1.2 Postcard Mailers

Postcards were mailed January 30, 2019, first-class from Guam to 350 recipients on the project mailing
list, including individuals; nongovernmental organizations; community and business groups; fishing,
aviation, and recreation groups; and private companies. A second postcard mailer announcing the
rescheduled public meeting information and the 15-day extension of the public review and comment
period was mailed first-class March 6, 2019, to 568 recipients, including federal and local elected
officials and agency representatives, individuals, community and business groups, nongovernmental
organizations, and media. The postcards included the dates, locations, and times of the public meetings,
as well as the project website address for more information, commenting information, and a brief
summary of the Proposed Action. The postcard mailers are shown in Figure 8.3-6 and Figure 8.3-7.
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MARIANA ISLANDS

Training and Testing Draft Supplemental EIS/OEIS

The U.S. Navy invites you to attend public meetings for the Mariana Islands Training and Testing (MITT) Draft
Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement/Overseas Environmental Impact Statement (EIS/OEIS).

The Navy evaluated the potential environmental impacts associated with OPEN HOUSE PUBLIC MEETINGS
conducting ongoing and future activities at sea and on Farallon de Medinilla 5 TO 8 P.M.
(FDM) within the MITT Study Area beyond 2020. The Navy requests and The public may arrive anytime during the open

welcomes substantive public comments on the Draft Supplemental EIS/OEIS,  house public meetings. Miitary representatives wiill

be available to discuss the Proposed Action and the

Draft Supplemental EIS/OEIS. No presentation or

o Visit www.MITT-EIS.com to learn more about the project, download a formal oral comment session will be conducted.
copy of the Draft Supplemental EIS/OEIS, and submit comments online. GUAM

» Provide comments duning the open house public meetings. » TUESDAY, FEB. 26, 2019

University of Guam, Jesus & Eugenia
Leon Guerrero Schoal of Business

i You can participate in a variety of ways:

e Access the Draft Supplemental EIS/OEIS at the following public libraries:

o University of Guam, Robert F. Kennedy Memarial Library and Public Administration Building
o Mieves M. Flores Memerial Library Anthony Leon Guerrero Multi-Purpose
o Tinian Public Library Room 129 and Henry Sy Atrium
o Josten-Kiyu Public Library Mangilao, Guam 96923
o Antonio C. Atalig Memorial Library - Rota Public Library SAIPAN
® [ail written comments to: > WEDNESDAY, FEB. 27,2019
Maval Faciliies Engineering Command Pacific 2222&5 Ef;fl Sape
Attention: MITT Supplemental EIS/OEIS Project Manager Beach Road in Susupe
258 Makalapa Drive, Suite 100, Pearl Harbor, HI 96860-3134 Saipan, MP 96950

. Chamorro Standard Time,

' March 18, 201

Naval Facilities Engineering
Command Pacific
Attention: MITT Supplemental EIS/
# OEIS Project Manager
L 258 Makalapa Drive, Suite 100
Pearl Harbor, HI 96860-3134

2 = *‘“.'. j‘*
PROPOSED ACTION:
The Proposed Action is to conduct at-sea training and testing
activities within the Study Area. These activities include the use
of active sonar and explosives while employing marine species
mitigation measures. The purpose of the Proposed Action is to
conduct training and testing activities to ensure that the Navy
and other military services meet their respective missions,
which for the Navy is to maintain, frain, and equip combat-ready
military forces capable of winning wars, deterring aggression,
and maintaining freedom of the seas.

The purpose of the Proposed Action is the same as the 2015
MITT Final EIS/OEIS. The proposed activities are generally
consistent with those analyzed in the 2015 MITT Final EIS/OEIS
and are similar fo activities the military has conducted in the
Study Area for decades.

THE NAVY REQUE:

nore information or
to submit comments online,
visit www.MITT-EIS.com.

Figure 8.3-6: Notice of the Draft SEIS/OEIS Public Meetings Postcard Mailer (Front and Back)
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MARIANA ISLANDS

Training and Testing Draft Supplemental EIS/OEIS

The U.S. Navy invites you to attend public meetings for the Mariana Islands Training and Testing (MITT) Draft
Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement/Overseas Environmental Impact Statement (EIS/OEIS).

; oF The Mavy evaluated the potential environmental impacts associated with PROPOSED ACTION:
conducting ongoing and future activities at sea and on Farallon de Medinilla © Dl
. (FDM) within the MITT Study Area beyond 2020. The Navy requests and

3! ) welcomes substantive public comments on the Draft Supplemental EIS/OEIS.

The Proposed Action is to conduct at-sea
training and testing activities within the Study
Area. These activities include the use of active
You can participate in a vaniety of ways: sonar and explosives while employing marine
o Visit www.MITT-EIS.com to learn more about the project, download a species mitigation measures. The purpose of

copy of the Draft Supplemental EIS/OEIS, and submit comments online, e Proposed Action is to conduct training and
testing activities to ensure that the Navy and other

military services meet their respective missions,
® Access the Draft Supplemental EIS/OEIS at the following public libraries:  which for the Navy is to maintain, train, and equip

= Provide comments during the open house public meetings.

o University of Guam, Robert F. Kennedy Memorial Library combat-ready military forces capable of winning
o Nieves M. Flores Memornial Library wars, deterring aggression, and maintaining
o Tinian Public Library freedom of the seas,

< Joeten-Kiyu Public Library

The purpose of the Proposed Action is the same
o Antonio C. Atalig Memorial Library - Rota Public Library PP e

as the 2015 MITT Final EIS/OEIS. The proposed

»  Mail written comments to: activities are generally consistent with those
Maval Facilities Engineering Command Pacific analyzedin the 2015 MITT Final EIS/OEIS and
Attention: MITT Supplemental EIS/OEIS Project Manager are similar o activities the military has conducted

258 Makalapa Drive, Suite 100, Pearl Harbor, HI 96860-3134 in the Study Area for decades.

. Naval Facilities Engineering
g Y\ o - = . Command Pacific
i j e Attention: MITT Supplemental EIS/

OPEN HOUSE PUBLIC MEETINGS OEIS Project Manager

The public may arrive anytime during the open house public meetings. Military representatives 258 Makalapa Drive, Suite 100
will be available to discuss the Proposed Action and the Draft Supplemental EIS/OEIS, No Pearl Harbor, HI 96860-3134
presentation or public oral comment session will be conducted.

TINIAN SAIPAN

THURSDAY, MARCH 14, 2019 MONDAY, MARCH 18, 2019, 5to 8 p.m.

1to 3:30 p.m. Kanoa Resort Saipan Seaside Hall

Tinian Public Library Beach Road in Susupe

San Jose Village GUAM

ROTA TUESDAY, MARCH 19, 2019, 5to 8 p.m.

FRIDAY, MARCH 15, 2019 University of Guam, Jesus & Eugenia Leon Guerrero

1:30 to 4:30 p.m. School of Business and Public Administration Building

Mayor’s Conference Hall Anthony Leon Guerrero Multi-Purpose Room 129 and

Songsong Village Henry Sy Atrium, Mangilao

Due to the effects of Typhoon Wutip, Navy officials postponed public meetings
planned for Feb. 26-27, 2019. This notice announces the rescheduled public
meetings and a 15-day extension of the public comment period from

March 18, 2018, to April 2, 2019.

Figure 8.3-7: Notice of the Draft SEIS/OEIS Rescheduled Public Meetings and Comment Period
Extension Postcard Mailer (Front and Back)
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8.3.1.3 Newspaper Advertisements

Display advertisements were published in three local and regional newspapers announcing the Notice of
Availability/Notice of Public Meetings beginning February 1, 2019, through February 26, 2019. A display
advertisement announcing the rescheduled public meetings was published March 7, 2019, through
March 18, 2019. An additional display advertisement announcing the public comment extension period
was published April 1, 2019, through April 3, 2019. The advertisements included a brief description of
the Proposed Action, the project website address, the duration of the comment period, and information
on how to provide comments. The newspapers and publication dates are indicated in Table 8.3-2.
Examples of the advertisements are shown in Figure 8.3-8, Figure 8.3-9, and Figure 8.3-10.

Table 8.3-2: Newspaper Publications of Draft SEIS/OEIS and Public Meetings

Newspaper Newspaper Coverage Publication Dates

Notice of Availability/Notice of Public Meetings:
Friday, Feb. 1, 2019

Sunday, Feb. 24, 2019

Monday, Feb. 25, 2019

Tuesday, Feb. 26, 2019

Meeting Reschedule Notice:
Hagatfia, Guam; and Friday, March 8, 2019

neighboring islands Saturday, March 16, 2019

Sunday, March 17, 2019

Monday, March 18, 2019
Comment Period Extension Notice:
Monday, April 1, 2019

Tuesday, April 2, 2019

Wednesday, April 3, 2019

Notice of Availability/Notice of Public Meetings:
Friday, Feb. 1, 2019

Monday, Feb. 25, 2019

Meeting Reschedule Notice:
Thursday, March 7, 2019

Tuesday, March 12, 2019
Wednesday, March 13, 2019
Thursday, March 14, 2019
Comment Period Extension Notice:
Monday, April 1, 2019

Tuesday, April 2, 2019

Wednesday, April 3, 2019

Pacific Daily News

Saipan, Tinian, Rota,
Marianas Variety Federated States of
Micronesia
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Table 8.3-2: Newspaper Publications of Draft SEIS/OEIS and Public Meetings (continued)

Newspaper Newspaper Coverage Publication Dates

Notice of Availability/Notice of Public Meetings:
Friday, Feb. 1, 2019

Monday, Feb. 25, 2019

Tuesday, Feb. 26, 2019

Meeting Reschedule Notice:
Thursday, March 7, 2019

Saipan Tribune Saipan, Tinian, Rota Tuesday, March 12, 2019
Wednesday, March 13, 2019
Thursday, March 14, 2019
Comment Period Extension Notice:
Monday, April 1, 2019

Tuesday, April 2, 2019

Wednesday, April 3, 2019

The U.S. Navy
INVITES YOU TO PARTICIPATE

in the Mariana Islands Training and Testing
Supplemental EIS/OEIS Public Involvement Process

The U.S. Navy has prepared a Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement/Overseas
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS/OEIS) to assess the potential environmental impacts associated
with ongoing military readiness activities conducted within the Mariana Islands Training and Testing
(MITT) EIS/OEIS Study Area. The draft supplement to the 2015 MITT Final EIS/OEIS supports ongoing
and future activities conducted within the Study Area at sea and on Farallon de Medinilla (FDM).

Public Involvement Open House Public Meetings: 5 to 8 p.m.

The Navy welcomes your review and comments [EaUNEESTIuligvelyliEyieg: pyilnlRe TV RG T RlelT g e
on the Draft Supplemental EIS/OEIS. presentation or formal oral comment session will be conducted.
Comments may be submitted at the public GUAM
meetings, online at www.MITT-EIS.com, Tues., Feb. 26, 2019
or by mail to: ~ University of Guam .
- o . Jesus and Eugenia Leon Guerrero School of Business and
Naval Facilities Engineering Command Pacific Public Administration Bu”dingR
Attention: MITT SEIS/OEIS Project Manager Anthony Leon Guerrero Multi-Purpose Room 129
258 Makalapa Drive, Suite 100 and Henry Sy Atrium
Pearl Harbor, HI 96860-3134 Mangilao, Guam 96923
Comments must be postmarked or received SAIPAN
: Wed., Feb. 27, 2019
online by March 18, 2019, Chamorro Kanoa Resort $aipan
Standard Time, for consideration in the Seaside Hall

Final Supplemental EIS/OEIS. Beach Road in Susupe
Saipan, MP 96930

The draft document is available online at www.MITT-EIS.com or at the following public libraries:
University of Guam Robert F. Kennedy Memorial Library, Nieves M. Flores Memorial Library,
Joeten-Kiyu Public Library, Tinian Public Library, and Rota Public Library.

Figure 8.3-8: Newspaper Announcement of the Draft SEIS/OEIS Availability and
Public Meetings
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The U.S. Navy
INVITES YOU TO PARTICIPATE
in the Mariana Islands Training and Testing

Supplemental EIS/OEIS Public Involvement Process

Due to the effects of Typhoon Wutip, Navy officials posiponed public meetings planned for Feb. 26-27, 2019,
This notice announces the rescheduled public meetings and a 15-day extension of the comment period

The U.S. Navy has prepared a Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement/Overseas Environmental Impact Statement
(EIS/OEIS) to assess the polential environmenlal impacts associated with ongoing military readiness activities conducted within
the Mariana Islands Training and Testing (MITT) EIS/OEIS Study Area. The draft supplement to the 2015 MITT Final EIS/OEIS
supports ongoing and future activities conducted within the Study Area: at sea and on Farallon de Medinilla (FDM).

Public Involvement A d sub —;9- en House Publ_u: M:eh_" Sh h
The Navy welcomes your review and comments [N i at" ﬁsu i cg)l[\:mer;ts anynm(ter Uling ¥ ?Ilot?en o;set. i
on ihe Draft Supplemental EISJ'OEis Comments 0 presentauon or public oral comment Session w & conaucted.
may be submitted at the public meetings, TINIAN, Thursday, March 14, 2019
online at www.MITT-EIS.com, 30
or by mail to:

Naval Facilities Engineering Command Pacific
Attention: MITT SEIS/OEIS Project Manager
258 Makalapa Drive, Suite 100
Pearl Harbor, HI 96860-3134

Comments must be postmarked or received
online by April 2, 2019, Chamorro Standard
Time, for consideration in the
Final Supplemental EIS/OEIS.

SAIPAN Monda March 18, 2019 Mum .Furpu
and Hen

The draft document is available online at www.MITT-EIS.com or at the following public libraries: University of Guam
Robert F. Kennedy Memorial Library, Nieves M. Flores Memorial Library, Joeten-Kiyu Public Library,
Tinian Public Library, and Rota Public Library.

Figure 8.3-9: Newspaper Announcement of the Draft SEIS/OEIS Availability and Rescheduled
Public Meetings

Public Comment Period Extended for the

Mariana Islands Training and Testing
Draft Supplemental EIS/OEIS
The U.5. Navy has extended the public comment period by an additional 15 days for the
Mariana Islands Training and Testing (MITT) Draft Supplemental Environmental
Impact Statement/Overseas Environmental Impact Statement (EIS/OEIS).

Public comments may now be submitted until April 17, 2019,
for consideration in the Final Supplemental EIS/OEIS.

The U.S. Navy has prepared a Draft Supplemental EIS/OEIS to assess the potential
environmental impacts associated with ongoing military readiness activities conducted
within the MITT EIS/OEIS Study Area. The draft supplement to the 2015 Final MITT
EIS/OEIS supports ongoing and future activities conducted within the Study Area:
at sea and on Farallon de Medinilla (FDM).

PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT
The Navy welcomes your review and comments on the

Draft Supplemental EIS/OEIS.

Comments will be accepted online at www.MITT-EIS.com

or by mail to:
Maval Facilities Engineering Command Pacific

Attention: MITT Supplemental EIS/OEIS Project Manager
258 Makalapa Drive, Suite 100
Pear| Harbor, HI 96860-3134

All comments must be postmarked or received online by April 17, 2019,
Chamorro Standard Time, for consideration in the Final Supplemental EIS/OEIS.

The draft document is available online at www.MITT-EIS.com or at the following public libraries:
University of Guam Robert F. Kennedy Memorial Library, Nieves M. Flores Memarial Library,
Joeten-Kiyu Public Library, Tinian Public Library, and Rota Public Library.

Figure 8.3-10: Newspaper Announcement of the Draft SEIS/OEIS Public Comment
Extension Period
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8.3.1.4 Press Releases

Commander, Joint Region Marianas Public Affairs Office distributed press releases to local and regional
media outlets February 4, 2019; March 6, 2019; and March 28, 2019. The press releases provided a
description of the Proposed Action; address of the project website; duration of the comment period and
commenting methods; location of the information repositories; and location, dates, and times of the
public meetings. The press releases provided information on the availability of the Navy to meet with
the media in advance of the meetings. The press releases from the Commander, Joint Region Marianas
are shown in Figure 8.3-11, Figure 8.3-12, and Figure 8.3-13.

S ——————————————————————————
8-39
8.0 Public Involvement and Distribution



Mariana Islands Training and Testing
Final Supplemental EIS/OEIS June 2020

Mariana |slands Training and Testing Supplemental EIS/OEIS

COMMANDER, JOINT REGION MARIANAS
Public Affairs Office

Main: (671) 349-2113/5207

Fax: (671) 349-1201

E-Mail: CJRMPAO@fe.navy.mil

FOR IMMEIDIATE RELEASE
Press Release 19-012

Mariana Islands Trainine and Testing Draft SEIS/OEIS
Available for Public Review and Comment

ASAN, Guam (Feb. 4, 2019) — The U.8. Navy has prepared a draft supplement to the 2015 Final
Mariana Islands Training and Testing (MITT) Environmental Impact Statement/Overseas
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS/OEIS).

In the Draft Supplemental EIS/OEIS, the Navy evaluates the potential environmental impacts
associated with conducting ongoing and future military readiness activities within the Study Area
at sea and on Farallon de Medinilla.

The Navy requests and welcomes substantive public comments on the MITT Draft Supplemental
EIS/OEIS.

PROPOSED ACTION:

The Proposed Action is to conduct at-sea training and testing activities within the Study Area.
These activities include the use of active sonar and explosives while employing marine species
mitigation measures. The purpose of the Proposed Action. which remains the same as the 2015
MITT Final EIS/OEIS, is to maintain a ready force to ensure the military can accomplish its
mission to maintain, train, and equip combat-ready forces.

The proposed at-sea training and testing activities are generally consistent with those analyzed in
the 2015 MITT Final EIS/OEIS and are similar to activities the military has conducted in the Study
Area for decades.

The MITT Study Area includes:
s The Mariana Islands Range Complex
e Areas on the high seas to the north and west of the Mariana Islands Range Complex
® A transit corridor between the Mariana Islands Range Complex and the Hawaii Range
Complex, starting at the International Date Line
e Apra Harbor and select Navy pierside and harbor locations

The Study Area has not changed since the 2015 Final EIS/OEIS. In the Supplemental EIS/OEIS,

the Navy analyzes only the training and testing activities conducted at sea and on FDM within the

—more —

Figure 8.3-11: Press Release of the Notification of Availability of the Draft SEIS/OEIS
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Study Area. Other activities and land areas are not included and remain covered under the 2015
analysis and associated authorizations.

Please visit the project website at www.MITT-EIS.com to download the Draft Supplemental
EIS/OEIS and submit substantive comments online.

AVAILABILITY OF DRAFT SUPPLEMENTAL EIS/OEIS AND PUBLIC COMMENT
PERIOD:

The Navy is seeking public review and comment on the Proposed Action and alternatives and the
accuracy and adequacy of the environmental analysis. The Draft Supplemental EIS/OEIS is
available for public review online at www.MITT-EIS.com and at the following locations:

GUAM SAJPAN
Robert F. Kennedy Memorial Library Joeten-Kiyu Public Library
University of Guam Beach Road and Insatto St.
UOG Station Saipan, MP 96950
Mangilao, GU 96923

TINIAN
Nieves M. Flores Memorial Library Tinian Public Library
254 Martyr St. San Jose Village
Hagatfia, GU 96910 Tinian, MP 969352

ROTA

Antonio C. Atalig Memorial Library
Rota, MP 96951

The Navy will accept comments throughout the public comment period, which ends March 18. All
comments must be postmarked or received online by March 18, 2019, Chamorro Standard Time,
for consideration in the Final Supplemental EIS/OEIS. Comments may be submitted online at
www.MITT-EIS.com, at the public meetings, or by mail to:

Naval Facilities Engineering Command Pacific

Attention: MITT Supplemental EIS/OEIS Project Manager
258 Makalapa Drive, Suite 100

Pearl Harbor, HI 96860-3134

OPEN HOUSE PUBLIC MEETINGS:

The Navy will hold two open house public meetings to provide information, answer questions, and
give the public an opportunity to comment on the Draft Supplemental EIS/OEIS. The public may
arrive at any time between 5-8 p.m., as there will not be a presentation or formal oral comment
session. The meetings will be held at the following locations:

GUAM

Date: Tuesday, Feb. 26
Location: University of Guam

—more —

(continued)
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Jesus & Eugenia Leon Guerrero School of Business and Public
Administration Building
Anthony Leon Guerrero Multi-Purpose Room 129 and Henry Sy Atrium

Mangilao, Guam 96923

SAIPAN

Date: Wednesday, Feb. 27

Location: Kanoa Resort Saipan
Seaside Hall
Beach Road in Susupe
Saipan, MP 96950

-30-
Media will have an opportunity to speak with key project personnel before each meeting at 4:30

p.m. Media interested in attending or seeking further information should contact Joint Region
Marianas Public Affairs, 1-671-349-2113.

Figure 8.3-11: Press Release of the Notification of Availability of the Draft SEIS/OEIS
(continued)
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COMMANDER, JOINT REGION MARIANAS
Public Affairs Office

Main: (671) 349-2113

Fax: (671)349-1201

E-Mail: CJRMPAO@fe.navy.mil

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Press Release 19-023

MITT Draft SEIS/OEIS Public Comment Period
Extended, Public Meetings Announced

SANTA RITA, Guam (March 6, 2019) — The U.S. Navy invites the public to attend open house
public meetings for the Mariana Islands Training and Testing Draft Supplemental Environmental
Impact Statement/Overseas Environmental Impact Statement.

Due to the effects of Typhoon Wutip, Navy officials postponed public meetings supporting the
Draft Supplemental EIS/OEIS planned for Feb. 26-27. Rescheduled public meeting dates and

locations are listed below.

The public comment period has been extended by 15 days from March 18 to April 2. The Navy
will host separate meetings on Guam and in the CNMI in compliance with Section 106 of the
National Historic Preservation Act to specifically focus on effects to historic properties. The

purpose of the section 106 meetings are to engage with existing consulling parties.

In the Draft Supplemental EIS/OEIS. the Navy evaluates the potential environmental impacts
associated with ongoing and future military readiness activities conducted within the Study Areca
at sea and on Farallon de Medinilla. The Navy requests and welcomes substantive public
comments on the Draft Supplemental EIS/OEIS.

OPEN HOUSE PUBLIC MEETINGS:

The Navy will hold four open house public meetings to provide information, answer questions,
and give the public an opportunity to comment on the Draft Supplemental EIS/OEIS. The public
may arrive at any time during the meetings, as there will not be a presentation or public oral
comment session. The meetings will be held at the following locations:

TINIAN
Date: Thursday, March 14, 1-3:30 p.m.
Location: Tinian Public Library

San Jose Village

Tinian, MP

Figure 8.3-12: Press Release of the Public Comment Period Extension and Public Meetings for
the Draft SEIS/OEIS
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ROTA
Date:

Songsong Village
Rota, MP

SAIPAN
Date:

Friday, March 15, 1:30-4:30 p.m.

Location: Mayor’s Conference Hall

Monday, March 18, 5- 8 p.m.
Kanoa Resort Saipan

Beach Road in Susupe

Tuesday, March 19, 5-8 p.m.

University of Guam

Jesus & Eugenia Leon Guerrero School of Business and Public
Administration Building

Anthony Leon Guerrero Multi-Purpose Room 129 and Henry Sy Atrium
Mangilao, Guam

Location:
Seaside Hall
Saipan, MP
GUAM
Date:
Location:

AVAILABILITY OF DRAFT SUPPLEMENTAL EIS/OEIS AND PUBLIC COMMENT

PERIOD:

GUAM

University of Guam
UOG Station
Mangilao, GU 96923

254 Martyr St.
Hagatna, GU 96910

The Navy is seeking public review and comment on the Proposed Action and alternatives, and the
accuracy and adequacy of the environmental analysis. The Draft Supplemental EIS/OEIS is
available for public review online at www.MITT-EIS.com and at the following locations:

Robert F. Kennedy Memorial Library

Nieves M. Flores Memorial Library

The Navy will accept comments throughout the extended public comment period, which ends
April 2. All comments must be postmarked or received online by April 2, for consideration in the

SAIPAN

Joeten-Kiyu Public Library
Beach Road and Insatto St.
Saipan, MP 96950

TINIAN
Tinian Public Library
San Jose Village

Tinian, MP 96952

ROTA
Antonio C. Atalig Memorial Library
Rota, MP 96951

Figure 8.3-12: Press Release of the Public Comment Period Extension and Public Meetings for

the Draft SEIS/OEIS (continued)
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Final Supplemental EIS/OEIS. Comments may be submitted online at www.MITT-EIS.com, at
the public meetings. or by mail to:

Naval Facilities Engineering Command Pacific
Attention: MITT EIS/OEIS Project Manager
258 Makalapa Drive, Suite 100

Pearl Harbor, HI 96860-3134

PROPOSED ACTION:

The Proposed Action is to conduct at-sea training and testing activities within the Study Area.
These activities include the use of active sonar and explosives while employing marine species
mitigation measures. The purpose of the Proposed Action, which remains the same as the 2015
MITT Final EIS/OEIS, is to maintain a ready force to ensure the military can accomplish its
mission to maintain, train, and equip combat-ready forces.

The proposed at-sea training and testing activities are generally consistent with those analyzed in
the 2015 MITT Final EIS/OEIS and are similar to activities the military has conducted in the Study
Area for decades.

Visit the project website at www.MITT-EIS.com to download the Draft Supplemental EIS/OEIS
and submit substantive comments online.

-30-
MEDIA AVAILABILITY: Media will have an opportunity to speak with kev project personnel

30 minutes before the start of cach meeting. Media interested in attending or secking further
information should contact Joint Region Marianas Public Affairs, 1-671-349-2113.

Figure 8.3-12: Press Release of the Public Comment Period Extension and Public Meetings for
the Draft SEIS/OEIS (continued)
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COMMANDER, JOINT REGION MARIANAS
Public Affairs Office

Main: (671) 349-2113

Fax: (671)349-1201

E-Mail: CJRMPAO@fenavy.mil

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Press Release 19-028

MITT Draft SEIS/OEIS
Public Comment Period Extended

ASAN, Guam (March 28, 2019) — The U.S. Navy extended the public comment period by 15
days from April 2, to April 17, for the Mariana Islands Training and Testing Supplemental
Environmental Impact Statement.

In the Draft Supplemental EIS/OEIS, the Navy evaluates the potential environmental impacts
associated with ongoing and future military readiness activities conducted within the Study Area
at sea and on Farallon de Medinilla. The Navy requests and welcomes substantive public
comments on the Draft Supplemental EIS/OEIS.

AVAILABILITY OF DRAFT SUPPLEMENTAL EIS/OEIS AND PUBLIC COMMENT
PERIOD:

The Navy is seeking public review and comment on the Proposed Action and alternatives, and the
accuracy and adequacy of the environmental analysis. The Draft Supplemental EIS/OEIS is
available for public review online at www.MITT-EIS.com and at the following locations:

GUAM SAIPAN
Robert F. Kennedy Memorial Library Joeten-Kiyu Public Library
University of Guam Beach Road and Insatto St.
UOG Station Saipan, MP 96950
Mangilao, GU 96923

TINIAN
Nieves M. Flores Memorial Library Tinian Public Library
254 Martyr St. San Jose Village
Hagatiia, GU 96910 Tinian, MP 96952

ROTA

Antonio C. Atalig Memorial Library

Rota, MP 96951

Figure 8.3-13: Press Release of the Public Comment Period Extension for the Draft SEIS/OEIS

8-46
8.0 Public Involvement and Distribution



Mariana Islands Training and Testing
Final Supplemental EIS/OEIS June 2020

The Navy will accept comments throughout the extended public comment period, which ends
April 2. All comments must be postmarked or received online by April 17, for consideration in
the Final Supplemental EIS/OEIS. Comments may be submitted online at www.MITT-EIS.com,
at the public meetings, or by mail to:

Naval Facilities Engineering Command Pacific
Attention: MITT EIS/OEIS Project Manager
258 Makalapa Drive, Suite 100

Pearl Harbor, HI 96860-3134

PROPOSED ACTION:

The Proposed Action is to conduct at-sea training and testing activities within the Study Area.
These activities include the use of active sonar and explosives while employing marine species
mitigation measures. The purpose of the Proposed Action, which remains the same as the 2015
MITT Final EIS/OEIS, is to maintain a ready force to ensure the military can accomplish its
mission to maintain, train, and equip combat-ready forces.

The proposed at-sea training and testing activities are generally consistent with those analyzed in
the 2015 MITT Final EIS/OEIS and are similar to activities the military has conducted in the Study
Area for decades.

Visit the project website at www.MITT-EIS.com to download the Draft Supplemental EIS/OEIS
and submit substantive comments online.

-30-

Media interested in atiending or seeking further information should contact Joint Region

Marianas Public Affairs, 1-671-349-2113.

Figure 8.3-13: Press Release of the Public Comment Period Extension for the Draft SEIS/OEIS
(continued)

8-47
8.0 Public Involvement and Distribution



Mariana Islands Training and Testing
Final Supplemental EIS/OEIS June 2020

8.3.1.5 Subscriber Email Notifications

Project information was also distributed via the project website subscriber’s email distribution list.
Website subscribers from the scoping phase were carried forward into the Draft SEIS/OEIS phase,
beginning with 24 initial website subscribers. An email notification was sent to website subscribers on
February 1, 2019, to announce the availability of the Draft SEIS/OEIS for review and comment and public
meetings. A second email was sent on March 6, 2019, announcing the rescheduled public meetings and
15-day extended public comment and review period. A third email was sent on March 27, 2019,
announcing an additional 15-day public comment period extension. As of September 2019, there are

48 website subscribers.

S ——————————————————————————
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8.3.2 Public Meetings

The Navy held four public meetings to inform the public about the Proposed Action and to solicit public
comments on the Draft SEIS/OEIS. The public meetings included informational poster and video stations
staffed by Navy representatives. A stenographer was available to transcribe one-on-one oral comments;
written comments were submitted at any time during the meetings. Members of the public could arrive
at any time during the public meetings, which were held from 5:00 to 8:00 p.m. In total, 109 people
attended the four meetings. The public meeting locations and dates are shown in Table 8.3-3.

Table 8.3-3: Public Meeting Locations

Area Location Meeting Venue Date
Tinian Tinian Public Library Thursday, March 14, 2019
Rota Mayor’s Conference Hall Friday, March 15, 2019

Kanoa Resort Saipan
Seaside Hall
University of Guam
Multipurpose Room
8.4 Comments on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement/Overseas

Environmental Impact Statement

Saipan Monday, March 18, 2019

Guam Tuesday, March 19, 2019

Throughout the public comment period, a total of 318 unique comments were received. Public
comments on the Draft SEIS/OEIS were submitted in three ways:

e Written letters (received any time during the public comment period) (8 comments).

e Comments submitted at a public meeting (written or oral) (written: 7 comments; oral: 0
comments).

e Comments submitted directly on the project website (received any time during the public
comment period) (303 comments).

Appendix K (Public Comment Responses) contains the comments received on the Draft SEIS/OEIS and
the Navy’s responses.

8.5 Distribution of the Draft and Final Supplemental Environmental Impact
Statement/Overseas Environmental Impact Statement

All parties notified of the availability of the Draft SEIS/OEIS were directed to view the document
electronically on the project website (www.mitt-eis.com) or to access hard and CD/DVD copies as
available at the information repositories discussed in Section 8.5.2 (Information Repositories).

Due to the widespread outbreak of respiratory illness from the novel coronavirus disease, designated as
COVID-19, and federal and territorial guidance on social distancing resulting in the temporary closure of
government offices and public facilities, the Navy mailed flash drives containing the Final SEIS/OEIS to all
stakeholders and interested parties on the project mailing list. The Final SEIS/OEIS was also available for
viewing on the project website and sent to information repositories.
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8.5.1 Federal Agencies

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency received a hard copy and electronic version (CD/DVD) of the
Draft and Final SEIS/OEIS. Regional offices of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency received
electronic versions of the Draft and Final SEIS/OEIS. The National Marine Fisheries Service headquarters
office received a hard copy and electronic copy of the Draft and Final SEIS/OEIS.

S ——————————————————————————
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8.5.2 Information Repositories

The Draft and Final SEIS/OEIS were mailed in hard copy form along with an electronic CD/DVD to the
information repository locations shown in Table 8.5-1. For the Final SEIS/OEIS, the public was
encouraged to check with the library regarding its hours of operation and the availability of the
document, depending on COVID-19 conditions regulating access to public facilities.

Table 8.5-1: Information Repositories

Repository Name

Address

Robert F. Kennedy Memorial Library
University of Guam

UOG Station,
Mangilao, Guam 96923

Nieves M. Flores Memorial Library

254 Martyr St.
Hagatfia, Guam 96910

Tinian Public Library

San Jose Village
Tinian, MP 96952

Antonio C. Atalig Memorial Library
(Rota Public Library)

Rota, MP 96951

Joeten-Kiyu Public Library

Beach Road and Insatto Street
Saipan, MP 96950-1092
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